215t JASSH National Conference
jointly with University of Rajasthan

THEME:

Towards Viksit Bharat: Wellness for All
Integrating Social Science in Health Policy and Practice

11t — 13" February 2026

Programme Schedule

DAY-1
11™ February 2026 (Wednesday)

09:00-10:00 hrs.

Registration: RA Podar Auditorium

10:00-11:30 hrs.

Inaugural Session

Welcome Address Dr. Kshipra Jain, Conference Convener, University of Rajasthan
About the Conference: Dr. V. Selvaraju, General Secretary, IASSH

President’s Address: Prof. R. Nagarajan, President, IASSH

Address by Chairperson: Prof. Alpana Kateja, Vice-Chancellor, University of Rajasthan,
Jaipur

Address by Chief Guest: Shri Naresh Kumar Goyal, Commissioner, Medical Education
Department, Directorate of Medical Education, Jaipur

Address by Guest of Honor: Dr. K.L. Rao, UNICEF, Rajasthan

Address by Guest by Honor:

Address by Guest by Honor: Dr. Anurag Sharma, Rajasthan University

Release of Conference Souvenir & Abstracts

Presentation of Best Publication Awards by Chief Guest

Vote of Thanks: Dr. Bheem Singh Shekhawat, Organizing Secretary, Univ. of Rajasthan

Venue: R.A. Podar Auditorium

11:30-12:00 hrs.

High Tea

12:00-13:00 hrs.

Ninth Prof. John Caldwell Memorial Lecture

Welcome: Prof. R. Nagarajan, President, IASSH

Chair / Co-Chair: Prof. KNM Raju (Former Director, PRC, ISEC Bangalore) /

Prof. T.V. Sekher (former President, IASSH)

Speaker: Dr. Ravi Verma (Regional Director, International Center for Research on Women,
Asia Regional Office, New Delhi)

Topic: Fertility Transition to Gender Justice: Revisiting Caldwell’s Theory of Social
Change

Vote of Thanks: Dr. Manas Pradhan (Treasurer, IASSH)

Venue: R.A. Podar Auditorium

13:00-14:00 hrs.

Lunch Break




13:00-14:30 hrs.

Poster Presentation: Session-A

Understanding Insomnia in Rural Older Women: Insights from
Longitudinal Aging Study in India

Anshika Singh

Socio-Economic Determinants and Housing Arrangement Disparities in
Depression among the Elderly: A Cross-Sectional Comparative Study

Anil Kumar Pal

Ageing, Living Arrangements and Self-Reported Health: Evidences
from Four Rounds of the National Sample Survey.

Sanjeev Bakshi

Community Based Awareness Pathways and Rural Health Insurance
Enrolment: A Social and Behavioural Study Towards Wellness of All

Vivek Kumar

Prevalence and Risk Factors of Abnormal Pulse Rate Patterns among
Indian Adults Aged 45 Years and Above: Evidence from the
Longitudinal Ageing Study in India (2017-18)

Sumit Kumar Das

Undiagnosed and Uninformed: Hypertension and Information
Asymmetry among Older Adults in India

Sumit Saurav

Bio-Social Factors and Neonatal Mortality among Vulnerable Tribe of
India

Sonali Panda

Home Was Not a Place of Comfort™: A Narrative Inquiry into
Childhood Exposure to Intimate Partner Violence Among Young
Badaga Men

Swethashri M

Child Health Inequalities in India: Exploring the Road Travelled Over
Decades Using Bibliometric Analysis

Kavita Bangarwa

Trends in Avoidable Mortality Over the Life Course in India, 1990-
2020

Devikrishna N B

Measuring Multidimensional Energy Poverty in India: New Insights
from NFHS-4 and NFHS-5

Tapas Bera

Exploring the Role of BMI and Secondary Infertility among Indian
Women

Asha Priyavasini
Das

Association Between Minimum Dietary Diversity and Anthropometric
Failure among Children Aged 6-23 Months in Odisha

Kalyan Dash

Mapping Digital Determinants of Student Well-Being: Development
and Validation of the Combined Impact Scale (CIS)

Anandi Shukla

Powering Primary Care: Solarisation as a Catalyst for Strengthened

Health Systems in Rural Aspirational Districts of India Veeresh Tadahal
Multimorbidity and Socioeconomic Status and Healthcare Utilization Dr. Sathva T
among Older Adults in India ' Y
Socioeconomic Disparities and Healthcare Access in Kathautia’s Coal Nirmal Sinah
Mining Belt, Palamu, Jharkhand 9
Understanding Healthcare Expenditure Dynamics Across the Lifecycle Javed Alam

in India: Evidence from the National Transfer Accounts Framework




14:30-16:00 hrs.

Technical Session 1: Ageing and Health

Venue: R.A. Podar Auditorium

Chair / Co-Chair: Prof. Vinod Kumar / Dr. Illias K Sheikh
Rapporteur: Research Scholar

Healthcare Interventions for Ageing Populations: A Systematic Review

Dr. Asharaf Abdul
Salam

Gender Disparity in Awareness of Social Security Schemes Among the

Dr. Prasanna

Indian Elders Kumar Mudi
Exploring Reasons for Non-Utilization of Healthcare Services among Mr. Jitender
the Elderly with Non-Communicable Diseases in India: Evidence from Pra.sad

LASI Wave 1

Does ‘Where They Live’ Matter? Exploring the Link Between Living
Arrangements and Quality of Life Among the Elderly in India

Mr. Abishek Paul

14:30-16:00 hrs.

Technical Session 2: Morbidity

Venue: Seminar Hall

Chair / Co-Chair: Prof. Jalander Pradhan / Prof. Mamta Chauhan
Rapporteur: Research Scholar

Prevalence and Predictors of Multi-Morbidity Among Elderly in A
Rural Setting of Andhra Pradesh

Prof. N.
Audinarayana

Disparities in Cervical Cancer Screening among Indian Women Aged
45 Years and Above

Dr. Aditya Singh

Gender Disparities in Breast Cancer Outcomes in India Dr. _Shubham
Ranjan
Integrating Social Science for Wellness for All: Cross-Sectoral Dr. Tulsee Giri
Pathways Towards Viksit Bharat Goswami
Availability, Accessibility & Quality of Healthcare Services for Sickle | Mr. Badal
Cell Disorder Patients in Wardha, Maharashtra Santoshrao
Technical Session 3: Maternal and Child Health
Venue: Conference Room
14:30-16:00 hrs. . . . .
s Chair / Co-Chair: Dr. Ramna Thakur / Dr. Piyush Majumdar
Rapporteur: Research Scholar
Probabilistic Estimate of Non-Compliance to IFA Consumption Among | Dr. Angan
Indian Pregnant Women: Evidences From NFHS-5 Data (2019-21) Sengupta
Solar-Powered Cold Chain for Resilient Immunisation: Strengthening Dr. Rinshu
Vaccine Integrity and Child Health Outcomes in Rural North Karnataka | Dwivedi

Usage, Switching, and Discontinuation of Injectables Among Indian
Women

Dr. Harihar Sahoo

Who Gets Sterilized and When? Timing Of Post Caesarean Postpartum
Tubectomy in India, NFHS 5 (2019-21)

Dr. Vidya Yadav

Understanding Health Outcomes in Women After Hysterectomy:
Insights from the Lambani Community of Karnataka

Dr. Roopashree
Vadageri

16:00-16:15 hrs.

Tea Break




16:15-17:45 hrs.

Technical Session 4: Cultural Dimensions of Health
Venue: R.A. Podar Auditorium

Chair / Co-Chair: Prof. N. Audinarayana/ Dr. Manas Pradhan
Rapporteur: Research Scholar

Building a Heart-Healthy Generation: Behavioural Determinants and
Preventive Cardiology Awareness among Adolescents

Prof. Lalita Vatta

Cultural Food Practices and Their Influence on Nutritional Health
Outcomes Among Diverse Communities in Mumbai

Dr. Rajesh Bhoite

Transition in family structure in Indias during 1992-2020: a
decomposition analysis

Dr. Dipti Govil

Dual Risk Behaviours: The Role of Alcohol Use in Tobacco Cessation
Attempts among Indian Adults

Dr. Mohai Menul
Biswas

Cultural Determinants of Neonatal Health: A Checklist-Based
Assessment of Traditional Care Practices in Tribal Block of Odisha

Rakesh Ranjan
Nanda

16:15-17:45 hrs.

Technical Session 5: Reproductive Health

Venue: Seminar Hall

Chair / Co-Chair: Prof. C. Aruna/ Dr. Harihar Sahoo
Rapporteurs: Research Scholar

Assessing the Burden and Determinants of Menstrual Disorders among
Young Adult Women in India: An epidemiological approach

Dr. Suresh Jungari

Exploring the Nexus Between Sexual Violence and Eclampsia
Vulnerability in the Indian Context

Dr. Illias K Sheikh

Policy and institutional framework for menstrual hygiene management | Dr. Avantika
in India: national landscape and lessons from Rajasthan Singh
Digital Inclusion and Reproductive Health: Exploring the Influence of

Digital Technology on Menstrual Practices among Indian Women: Sarika Rai

Evidence from National Family Health Survey (NFHS-5) 2019-2021

16:15-17:45 hrs.

Technical Session 6: Education & Health

Venue: Conference Room

Chair / Co-Chair: Prof. Sampath Srinivasan / Prof. Manju Singh
Rapporteur: Research Scholar

Declining Enrolment Pattern and its Reflection on Per student Public
Expenditures on Elementary Education across Southern and Central
States

Prof. Geetha Rani
Prakasam

SDG-3 and Health Care in India- A Sociological Study

Prof. Thamilarasan
M

Cultural Change, Gender Roles, and Health Vulnerabilities of Tribal
Women in Tea Gardens

Dr. Archana Kujur

Impact of community-based empowerment program on transforming
gender role attitudes & self-efficacy among young girls

Dr. Neelanjana
Pandey

Health as Human Capital: A Core Pathway to Viksit Bharat @2047: -
An Econometric Analysis

Dr. Santosh R

18:30-20:00 hrs.

Cultural Programme (Venue: R.A. Podar Auditorium)

20:00-21:00 hrs.

Dinner




DAY-2
12" February 2026 (Thursday)

10:00-11:00 hrs.

Eleventh Prof. K.E. Vaidyanathan Memorial Lecture

Welcome: Prof. R. Nagarajan, President, IASSH

Chair / Co-Chair: Prof. C.P. Prakasam (Former President, IASSH) /

Dr. V. Selvaraju (General Secretary, IASSH)

Speaker: Dr. Pavitra Mohan (Director & Co-Founder, Basic Health-Care Services,
Udaipur)

Topic: Health and Well-being of Labour-Migrants in India

Vote of Thanks: Dr. Pragya Tiwari Gupta (Joint Secretary, IASSH)
Venue: R.A. Podar Auditorium

11:00-11:15 hrs.

Tea Break

11:15-13:00 hrs.

Plenary Session: Healthy Diet (Sponsored by UNICEF)

Chairperson: Dr. Reshma Boolchandani, Professor, Department of Home Science,
University of Rajasthan, Jaipur

Plenary Topics and Speakers

e Conceptualising healthy diet in the Indian socio-cultural context
Dr. Pradeep Chaudhary, Project Director Child Health, Govt of Rajasthan

e Life-course approach to nutrition: From infancy to old age
Dr. Kanika / Dr. Mukta Agarwal, Retired Professor, Home Science University of Rajasthan

e Double burden of malnutrition and dietary transitions in India
Dr. Akash Porwal, Associate Director, Monitoring, Evaluation & Learning, IPE Global, Jaipur

¢ Role of food systems, agriculture, and markets in shaping diets
Dr. Preetu, Nutrition Specialist, UNICEF India Country Office, New Delhi

¢ Nutrition policies, programmes, and inter-sectoral convergence
Prof. Jalandhar Pradhan, Professor and Head, Humanities and Social Sciences, National Institute
of Rourkela, Rourkela, Odisha

¢ Community-based and state-level innovations for promoting healthy diets
Dr. R.L. Suman, Professor & Head, Department of Paediatrics, MB Hospital, New Delhi.

e Equity, gender, and social determinants of dietary practices
Smt. Manjri Pant / Mukta Arora, SBC Specialist/State Coordinator, UN Women

e Climate change and nutrition and its impact on healthy diet
Mr. Nanak Kumar Santdasani, WASH Officer, UNICEF Rajasthan Office
Venue: R.A. Podar Auditorium

13:00-14:00 hrs.

Lunch Break




13:00-14:30 hrs.

Poster Presentation: Session-B

Passive Euthanasia and Autonomy at the End of Life - A Qualitative

. Bharathi K
Enquiry
L_Ive(_i in experience of fathers as caregivers of Autistic adolescents Reshma P
girls in Kerala.
Socioeconomic Disparities in Depression Diagnosis: Comparing Self- Neha Shri
Reports and Standard Tests in Elderly Indians (50+
An Application of Machine Learning Technique in Predicting .
Hypertension in India Vikas Kamble
Portability and Plate: Make-shift Nutrition Behaviour among Migrant Megha Paul

Families

Who Suffers More When Ageing Alone? Exploring Gendered Aspects
of Health, and Quality of Life of Older Adults in India

Abhishek Anand

Assessment of Multidimensional Vulnerability Index among Paudi
Bhuiyan Tribe of Sundergarh district, Odisha

Bangshi Raj
Mahata

A study of the prevalence of depression among students studying in the
science stream

Yash Dipeshbhai
Joshi

Health Inequities Among the Urban Homeless: A Cross-Sectional
Analysis of Morbidity and Mortality Patterns in Mumbai, India

Komal Gajbhiye

The Shifting Trend of Women's Age at First Birth in India: Evidence Mohammad
from NFHS-1 to NFHS-5- A 30-Year Perspective Hamza
Understanding Undernourishment in South Asia: The Role of Political | Soumyanayani
Stability Mahali
Intersecting Determinant of Child Mortality: The Role of Health .
Tapan Swain

Financing and Government Effectiveness in Developing Countries

Benchmarking the Indian Pharmaceutical Industry: A DEA-Tobit
Analysis of Performance and Policy Implications

Veni Priya Tudu

Cumulative Social Disadvantage and Mental Health Among Older
Adults in India: Evidence from LASI Wave-I

Dr. Sneh
Shrivastava

Climate change and mental health issues in South Asia: A systematic
review

Abhishek Rajak

Men’s Involvement in Birth Preparedness and Postnatal Care: A Study
Among Young Married Men in Tamil Nadu

Saravanan. R

Climate Shocks and Child Health: The Impact of Drought on
Undernutrition in Rural India

Utkarsh Jain

Migration in later life and its association with cognitive impairment
among middle-aged and older adults in India

Vikesh Kumar

Occupational History and the Burden of Non-Communicable Diseases
in Later Life: Evidence from Older Adults in India

Abin Dev P K




14:30-16:00 hrs.

Technical Session 7: Mental Health

Venue: R.A. Podar Auditorium

Chair / Co-Chair: Prof. S.S. Somra / Dr. Suresh Jungari
Rapporteur: Research Scholar

Psychological Problems of Infertile Women Attending Tertiary Care Prof. Dr. T.B.
Hospital of Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh Singh
Disparities in Mental Health Services Utilisation across Caste and Dr. Hariom
Gender: A Retrospective Study from Tertiary Care Facility of Eastern Paéhori

India

Evolution of Mental Health Policy Priorities in India Over the Decade:
A Topic Modelling Approach

Dr. Tina Dutta

Silent Suffering: Estimating Postpartum Depression Risk Using NFHS-
5 Through a Social Science Lens

Mr. Amit Kumar
Raja

14:30-16:00 hrs.

Technical Session 8: Non-Communicable Diseases
Venue: Seminar Hall

Chair / Co-Chair: Prof. D.P. Singh / Dr. Naseer Ahmed
Rapporteur: Research Scholar

Age-Period-Cohort Model for estimating the Incident Rate of Diabetes
Among elderly: LASI Data Analysis

Prof. C. P.
Prakasam

Estimating Prevalence and Burden of Hidden Diabetes in India

Dr. Md. Juel Rana

Exploring Socio-Demographic, Lifestyle, and Clinical factors
associated with Hypertension among 60+ years population in India: A
Multivariable Predictive Study Using LASI Data

Dr Jang Bahadur
Prasad

Geographical differentials in Hypertension and Diabetes among Male in
India - A Regional analysis at District Level

Dr. Rajan Kumar
Gupt

Mapping the Burden, Risks, and Intervention Strategies of Non-
Communicable Diseases among Tribal Youth in South Asia: A Scoping
Review

Praveen Suthar

14:30-16:00 hrs.

Technical Session 9: Social Determinants of Health
Venue: Conference Room

Chair / Co-Chair: Prof. Arun Acharya / Dr. Dipti Govil
Rapporteur: Research Scholar

Social Support of Visually Challenged Women Residing in Rural
Districts of Tamil Nadu, India

Prof. Sampath
Kumar Srinivasan

Life-Course Socioeconomic Status and Tobacco Use among Older
Adults in India: Exploring Age pattern and Gender Variations

Dr. Y Selvamani

Spatial Hotspots and Determinants of Cardiometabolic Risk among
Adults in India: Evidence from the National Family Health Survey-5
(2019-21)

Mr. Manabindra
Barman

Spatial Heterogeneity in Malnutrition Indicators Among Under-Five Ms. Swati
Children in Gujarat: Evidences from NFHS-4 and NFHS-5 Chourasia
Unravelling the Contextual Determinants of Obesity in Young Adult Ms. Monika
Women in India Lakhotia

16:00-16:15 hrs.

Tea Break




16:15-17:45 hrs.

Technical Session 10: Digital Health & Equity
Venue: R.A. Podar Auditorium

Chair / Co-Chair: Prof. C.P. Prakasam / Dr. Ambey
Rapporteur: Research Scholar

Bridging the Digital Divide: How eHealth Literacy Shapes Health
behaviour among Indian Youths

Prof. Manushi
Srivastava

Digital Literacy in India: What we know?

Prof. D.P. Singh

Exploring the factors that affect urban residents’ access to and use of
online healthcare services and referral systems during the COVID-19
pandemic: Implications for digital health and equity

Dr. Maria
Sabastin Sagayam

Designing Accessible Digital Health Tools for Visually Impaired
Persons: A Speech-Based Approach

Muhammed Shafi
M

Improving Rural Health Access Through Telemedicine in South 24

Satadal Mallik
Parganas
Technical Session 11: Urbanisation, Migration & Health
) ) Venue: Seminar Hall
16:15-17:45 hrs. Chair / Co-Chair: Dr. Benson Thomas / Dr. Juel Rana
Rapporteur: Research Scholar
A Statistical Analysis of Socio-demographic and Economic
S X . . Prof. M. N.
characteristics in Metropolitan and Non-metropolitan Class | cities of Megeri

different regions of India

Interlinkages of History of Migration, Social Network, And Well-Being:

A Study Through the Lens of Life-Course

Dr. Harchand
Ram

Adequacy of Public Health Infrastructure in Growing Cities: Case of
Bangalore

Dr. Apurva KH

Environmental Pollution and its Impact on Public Health in India:
Systematic Literature Review

Dr. Ramesh Athe

Occupational Health Challenges: Insights from Loco-Pilots of Eastern
Railways, India

Dr. Ushnish Guha

16:15-17:45 hrs.

Technical Session 12: Environmental Health

Venue: Conference Room

Chair / Co-Chair: Prof. K.N.M. Raju / Prof. Geetha Rani Prakasam
Rapporteur: Research Scholar

Statistical Analysis of Ambient Air Pollution in selected Areas of Dr. Keerthi
Bengaluru City Astagimath
“Sustainable Water Management using Rainfall Runoff Modelling: A Dr. Harish
Geospatial Approach of Udaipur, Rajasthan Samaria
Climate Resilience and Community Wellness: Integrating Traditional Dr. Aniali
and Modern Health Systems to Address Climate Change Vulnerabilities - AN

; L= Sathyan

in Coastal Livelihoods

The Rise of Modern Apprenticeships: Mapping the advanced healthcare | Dr. Shruti
apprenticeships in clinical settings across nations Bhardwaj

Addressing Air Pollution and Climate Change for Wellness in Viksit
Bharat: A Social Science Approach to Health Policy and Practice

F. Lauren Jeshu

18:30-19.30 hrs.

General Body Meeting (Members Only)
Venue: Seminar Hall

20:00-21:00 hrs.

Dinner




DAY-3
13" February 2025 (Friday)

09.30-11.45 hrs.

Technical Session 13:
Competition for Youth Best Paper Award Presentations (A)
Venue: Seminar Hall

Voluntary Bonds: Investigating the Association between Fictive Kin and
Well-Being among Older Adults in Late Life through a Multigroup
Intersectional Perspective

Shreyantika
Nandi

Clinical Constructions of “Unattended Bodies”: Medical Gatekeeping
and Healthcare Inequities Experienced by Intersex Individuals

Silpa G Nair

The Paradox of Progress: Nuclear Family Transition and the Dual
Impact on Young Women’s Autonomy and Maternal Health in India

Prateek Singh

Are Children a Source of Old-Age Security? The Role of Parity in
Elderly Food Insecurity in India

Ankita Roy

Research Based Insights into Social Determinants of Ultra-Processed
Food Intake and Related Health Risks From 2000-2025

Harsha Jain

Morbidity-Mortality Paradox in India: An Analysis of Sex-Gap in Health
of Older Adults through Disability Free Life Expectancy by Rural-Urban
Location and Geographical Region

Sadanand Karun

Role of Frontline Health Workers in Improving the Continuum of Care

and Maternal and Child Health Outcomes in India: An Analysis of the Shabnam
PMMVY (Maternity Benefit Scheme)
Mapping the Inequalities in Epidemiological Transition across States of
India: Insights for Achieving Health Equity Rahul Mondal
Does Employment Protect Mental Health in Later Life? Gendered and .

Sefali Verma

State-Level Insights from LASI

09.30-11.45 hrs.

Technical Session 14:
Competition for Youth Best Paper Award Presentations —(B)
Venue: Conference Room

Do Supportive Environments Compensate for Low Intrinsic Capacity?
Insights from the Longitudinal Ageing Study in India

Shivani Kumaria

Diabetes among Older Adults in India: Prevalence, Risk Factors, and
Rural-Urban Disparities

Ranjan Singha

Disenchanted Enchantment: The Symbolic Construction of Tranquillity
and Mental Wellbeing through Visuo-Spiritual Symbols in Kerala
Temple

Riniga
Ramakrishnan

Explaining Age at Initiation of Childbearing: A Decomposition Analysis
in South and Southeast Asia

Raza Mohammad

Trends in Prevalence and factors influencing Angina Pectoris among
elderly in India: SAGE Data analysis

Manish Lekhwani

Residential Conditions, Depression, and Life Satisfaction among Urban
Older Adults in India: Evidence from LASI Wave 1

Sumit Dwivedi

A Study of Resilience and Life Satisfaction among Youth in Kachchh
District

Siju Bhaveshvari

Impact of Physical Activity on NCDs among Indian older Adults

Saurabh Singh

11:45-12:00 hrs.

Tea Break




12:00-13.15 hrs.

Valedictory Session

Welcome Address:

Brief review of the conference: Dr. V. Selvaraju, General Secretary, IASSH
President’s Remarks: Prof. R. Nagarajan, President, IASSH

Chairperson: Prof. Alpana Kateja, Vice-Chancellor, University of Rajasthan

Chief Guest’s Address: Dr. Ravi Prakash Sharma, Director, Public Health, Medical &
Health Service Department, Jaipur

Address by Guest of Honor:

Presentation of Best Youth Paper and Poster Awards by Chief Guest
Vote of Thanks: Dr. Kshipra Jain / Dr. Bhim Singh Shekhawat

13.15-14.15 hrs.

Lunch

13:15-15:00 hrs.

Distribution of Certificates and Travel Grants

End of Day-3

10




